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What You Need to Know About Obtaining
Medical Assistance For Your Child
(And When To Apply)
What is Medical Assistance (MA)?
Medical Assistance has the broadest coverage of medical
and mental health services for persons under 18 of any
insurance plan. It covers services rarely covered by
employer provided insurance such as Behavioral Health
Rehabilitation Services (“wraparound”), in-home shift
nursing (2 hours or more per day), in-home personal care
services, diapers, nutritional supplements, prescriptions
and transportation to and from medical appointments. It
also covers services, like in-home nursing, physical,
speech or occupational therapy, without annual or lifetime
caps often imposed by other insurance plans. Medical
Assistance can be a child’s only insurance or it can be
secondary to other coverage, covering those services or
equipment not covered by the child’s primary insurance.
Will My Child Qualify?
There is a common
misconception that all children
with a disability or all children
with an IEP (Individual
Education Plan) or all children
with a particular diagnosis
qualify for Medical Assistance.
That is not the case. The rules
are just not that simple.
However, many children with
severe disabilities will qualify
for Medical Assistance,
regardless of their parent’s
income. Here are some basic rules:





A child can qualify for Medical Assistance even if she
or he has other health insurance (although the other
insurance usually needs to be billed first)
The assets of the parent(s), guardians and the child
(money in the bank, stocks bonds etc.) don’t count in
determining eligibility for Medical Assistance.
The income of caregivers and guardians other than
the parents don’t count.
The income of the parent(s) doesn’t count if the child’s
condition meets certain disability standards.

*Please refer to the comprehensive ‘how-to guide’ from
the Pennsylvania health law project for full information.
http://www.phlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/PH-95guide.pdf

How to Apply for Medical Assistance
There are a couple of different ways to apply for
Medical Assistance. Please choose the option that suits
you. If you do not know if you are eligible, you may still
apply.
1. Apply for or renew your
Medical Assistance benefits
online by using COMPASS.
COMPASS is the name of the
website where you can apply for
Medical Assistance and many
other services that can help you
make ends meet.
COMPASS website also allows individuals and
company-based organizations access to screen for,
apply for, and renew a broad range of social programs.
COMPASS serves as a single access point for
application of:
 Health Care Coverage
 Medical Assistance
 Medical Assistance for Worker’s with
Disabilities
 Medical Savings Program for Payment of
Medical Premiums
 Children’s Health Insurance Program—
CHIP
 Heath Insurance Marketplace
 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program-SNAP
(Food Stamps)
 Cash Assistance
 Long Term Living Services-Home and Community
Based
 Long Term Living Services-Nursing Home and
Related Facilities
 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance ProgramLIHEAP (Seasonal Availability)
 Free or Reduced Price School Meals
 Child Care Works
COMPASS also provides an access point to submit a
referral for the following Home and Community Based
Services:
 Early Intervention Services
 Intellectual Disability Services
 Adult Autism Services

2. Apply by telephone for Health Care Coverage by
calling the Consumer Service Center for Health Care
Coverage at 1-866-550-4355.
3. Apply for Medical Assistance by contacting your
local county assistance office.
4. Download an application form to send to your
county assistance office. If you need help completing
the application form, a county assistance office staff
member can help you. Click on the link to download an
application.
If you would like further assistance regarding applying
for Medical Assistance for your child, Bucks County
LIFE may be able to help guide you through the
process. To reach us, contact the Bucks County LIFE
office at 1-888-442-1590.

Internet Essentials: Affordable Internet
Services Provided by Comcast
For $9.95 a month + tax,
Comcast offers affordable inhome internet services and
access to 40 one-hour hotspot
sessions through XFINITY
outside of the home. There is no credit check, no
installation fee, and no term contract. Various eligibility
requirements apply. View the site for more details and
ways to enroll. https://internetessentials.com/

Upcoming Events
Workshops and Trainings
Topics: QPR: Question, Persuade, and Respond
Date: January 23rd, 2018
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Bucks County LIFE Office
882 Jacksonville Rd #203
Ivyland, PA 18974
Topic: When to be Concerned
Date: February 6th, 2018
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Bucks County LIFE Office
882 Jacksonville Rd #203
Ivyland, PA 18974

Topic: Keeping Our Kids Safe
Date: March 20th, 2018
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Bucks County LIFE Office
882 Jacksonville Rd #203
Ivyland, PA 18974
Youth Events
Topic: Improv Night
Date: January 19th, 2018
Time: 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Location: Bucks County LIFE Office
882 Jacksonville Rd #203
Ivyland, PA 18974
Topic: Video Game Night
Date: Every third Thursday evening of the month
Time: TBD
Location: Bucks County LIFE Office
882 Jacksonville Rd #203
Ivyland, PA 18974
An event flyer will be sent through our email list
announcing open registration when it is available. For
more information regarding events, contact the Bucks
County LIFE office at 1-888-442-1590.

Share Your Work!

At Bucks County LIFE, we are
always looking for young
people’s stories, artwork, and
poetry to publish in our
newsletters. If your child has
something special to share,
please email Michaela Smith,
Director of Family Support
Services at msmith@accessservices.org.

Bucks County LIFE
on Social Media
Twitter:@AccessServicesPA
Facebook: www.facebook.com/accessservices
Instagram: @accessservespa
Check out our website www.lifeinbucks.org and join
our email list to receive updates on monthly parent/
professional workshop trainings, youth events, and
family community events.
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Winter is Coming…Do You Have a Fourth or
Fifth Grader?

Free Seventh Grade YMCA Memberships for
Bucks County Residents

How about skiing or
boarding for FREE
this winter? Well
here’s your chance!
Your Pennsylvania
4th & 5th Grade
Snowpass booklet
offers you the
privilege of skiing and
boarding at 20
Pennsylvania Ski Resorts for FREE this winter.

Research shows that seventh-grade is a critical
time in a young person's life
when exposure to risk factors
greatly increase. Risk factors are
conditions or influences that
have been shown to increase the
likelihood for unhealthy
behaviours including substance
abuse, delinquency, teen
pregnancy, school drop-out and
violence. It is also during the
early teen years that youth begin
to distance themselves from family and positive
support systems. The Y makes accessible the
support and opportunities that empower these
youth to reach their personal potential. We also
provide youth with the knowledge, skills, character
and passion to be more active in the community as
adults.

This season, we hope that you and your family
have an opportunity to enjoy as many of
Pennsylvania’s ski resorts as possible. Your
Snowpass will provide you with over 64 days of
FREE skiing and boarding. So boot up and join
us for some great winter fun in Pennsylvania
and remember to follow the Skier’s
Responsibility Code and check out this cool
website www.lidsonkids.org for information
about the benefits and use of helmets.

Bucks County YMCA locations are located in
Morrisville, Newtown, Fairless Hills, Warminster,
Doylestown, and Quakertown. Contact your local Y
for further information.



Parent and mentorship support



Helpful resources for you and your child



Referral to other services as needed



Training and information



Specialized care

Bucks County Life:
Courtyard at Ivyland
882 Jacksonville Road, Suite 203
Ivyland, PA 18974
1.888.442.1590 (toll free)
215.259.1974 (fax)
BucksLife@accessservices.org
www.accessservices.org
www.LifeInBucks.org

Try Something New-The Bucks County Library System
Did you know that there is much more to our
library system, than just a free library card to
check out books, movies, and video games
which are available to all Bucks County
residents? The library system offers free use of
computers and the library sites are equipped
with wireless connectivity that can be accessed
inside and outside the library nearby each
building. No cost sensory story times are part of
the library’s calendar of events that are held
regularly. Members can also scan, copy, print, and fax at very minimal cost. In
addition, families have the opportunity to check out board games for free and
much more, all available at your local site.
Check out the website https://buckslib.org/ or stop by a branch near you for
more details. The Bucks County Free Library is a seven-branch county library
system with locations in Bensalem, Doylestown, Langhorne, Levittown,
Perkasie, Quakertown, and Lower Makefield. As a designated Pennsylvania
public library district and system, the Bucks County Free Library collaborates
on county wide projects, shares a public catalog, and provides support services
to 11 additional public libraries in Bucks County.

