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A Neuropsychological Evaluation - What
You Need to Know
By Erin Pasela, Family Support Specialist for Chesco
LIFE and mother of two sons

There are many questions
that parents ask when
raising their children. When
your child has special needs,
the questions seem
endless. In my own journey
with my special-needs child,
I have been privileged to
meet other parents who face
similar struggles with their
own children. We have
become friends and part of a group who can
understand the situations each other have faced or
are currently experiencing with our own
children. We have discussed many topics,
including behaviors, services and supports
available, educational, psychological, and social
and emotional needs.
I recall an interesting discussion regarding a
neuropsychological evaluation. It was the first
time that I had heard of this testing. My friend
explained that this evaluation would help in
understanding how my child’s brain works and
what could be implemented to provide better
supports and services within the settings neededwhether it be home, school, or community. This
evaluation could also provide insight into the best
learning environment for my child.
As the elementary school years went by, I was
advised by the school staff that my child was doing
well academically, but there were struggles socially
and emotionally. Even though a behavior
specialist was working on social skills at school
during lunch bunch, I started to realize that my
child was very good at learning the script, so he
could verbalize how to make a friend, but when it
came to interacting with peers, he could not
generalize those skills. Fast forward to the
COVID19 pandemic with virtual learning in place,

and there were even less opportunities for social
in-person interaction. The routine had changed,
behaviors were escalating, and the learning
environment was different. Since this was an
unprecedented event, there were revisions in the
IEP, stating that Free Appropriate Public
Education, (FAPE), was still being implemented
to the best of the school’s ability within the
current situation. The last two months of school
were completed virtually. The teachers did their
best to work within this unique format and
provide as much as they could to support
students, in all classrooms, yet, my child was not
progressing to his full potential. After the end of
the 2020 school year, there were continual
struggles with the educational setting, and it was
evident that more testing and a better
understanding was necessary to help my child.
So, you might be asking, how do parents/
caregivers know when to get a
neuropsychological evaluation for the
child? Many children get this testing because
they are struggling in school even when
appropriate supports are in place, when parents/
caregivers want more information to understand
their child’s strengths and weaknesses, or if you
have noticed that your child is making little or no
progress and your child’s IEP goals have not
been met. The tests within the
neuropsychological evaluation can pinpoint the
child’s strengths and weaknesses and then
provide recommendations to help the child thrive
The evaluation’s goal is to find the reason why
your child is struggling and what can be done to
help your child.
So which professionals conduct a
neuropsychological evaluation? A licensed
clinical psychologist or a neuropsychologist can
conduct a neuropsychological evaluation and
frequently, preforms an evaluation on your child
over the span of a couple of days. A full,
comprehensive report including the test results is
provided to the parent/caregiver for their own
record including the recommendations to support
your child. So, if your child is struggling, and

you’ve exhausted all of the supports and
options without much success, it might be time
to research the neuropsychological evaluation
process. Contact your insurance company to
locate a participating neuropsychologist or
licensed clinical psychologist.

Ride Program to receive a free ride.
Applications can be found on Bucks County
Transport’s Website www.bctransport.org, by
calling 888-795-0740, or through this BCT
application (pdf). Applications must be received
by Bucks County Transport within 30 days of
your reservation.

The HUB: Bucks Human Services
Connect
Finding the help you need when you are
stressed and unsure where to look can be a
challenge. We are here to help you navigate the
wide variety of resources in Bucks County.
Contact The Hub today to get connected to the
support you need.

COVID Vaccine Registration
Anyone age 16 or older is invited to schedule
an appointment now at
https://www.trackmyvaccine.com/register
Locations – Type of Vaccine
Bucks County Community College – Pfizer
Neshaminy Mall – Pfizer
Warwick Square – Johnson & Johnson
Bucks County has closed its pre-registration
waitlists for all phases.
Need a ride to your vaccination
appointment? Bucks County Transport will
provide round trip transportation to Bucks
County residents for vaccination appointments
in Bucks County. Rides are available from
Monday – Friday from 6 AM to 6 PM. Call
Bucks County Transport at 888-795-0740 (M-F
8 AM to 4 PM) at least two days in advance of
your vaccination appointment.
Riders aged 65 and over will be required to
register for Bucks County Transport’s Shared

Visit 55 East Court St,1st Floor, Doylestown, PA
18901 Monday - Friday 10:00am - 4:00pm
Call 215-348-6201
Email TheHub@buckscounty.org

Bucks LIFE on Social Media
Twitter: @accessservespa
Facebook: www.facebook.com/accessservices
Instagram: @accessservespa

Bucks LIFE Learning Opportunities
Did you know that Bucks County LIFE hosts
learning opportunities? We have gone virtual
temporarily, and have been busy facilitating
webinars on topics relevant to families.
Recorded webinars are placed on our
website www.lifeinbucks.org for future viewing.
Stay turned for announcements for events. If
you aren’t receiving email announcements, sign
up by emailing Buckslife@accessservices.org.

The Bucks County LIFE program is
brought to you by Access Services, Inc.
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Pennsylvania COVID-19
Compensatory Services
COVID-19 Compensatory Services (CCS) are
services as determined by an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) team needed to remedy a
student’s loss of skill and/or behavior and/or lack of
progress that resulted during the extended school
closure. Visit www.pealcenter.org and search
“Pennsylvania COVID-19 Compensatory Services “.
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www.LifeInBucks.org

Rental and Legal Assistance
Bucks Emergency Rental Assistance (BERA Program)
Having trouble paying rent? Eviction filed against you?
Landlord seeking assistance for tenants? The BERA
program may be able to help! Tenants and Landlords Can
Apply! Visit https://www.buckscounty.org/LivingAndWorking/
RentHelp.
Rent Moritorum
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has extended
the eviction moratorium to June 30, 2021: https://
bit.ly/31AwjMb. Renters, to prevent eviction, you must
sign the CDC declaration. Do this before you go to court. The form is at the CDC website at
http://bit.ly/CDC-English-6-30-2021.
Foreclosures During COVID-19
Are you behind on your mortgage payments? Legal Aid of Southeastern PA answers your questions
about mortgage foreclosure, forbearance or reverse mortgages during COVID-19. Visit https://
www..lasp.org/news/foreclosures-during-covid-19-if-you-have-a-government-backed-mortgage
Free Legal Service Help
Did you know that you may be eligible for free legal services provided by Legal Aid of Southeastern
PA? Eligibility is determined by your monthly income, your current assets, your family size, the type of legal
problem you have, where you reside, and certain other factors. Applicants must meet financial and asset
guidelines to be eligible for services in most cases. Visit https://www.lasp.org/

